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Suggested Reading List
White Pine Readers (High School, Grades 9-12)

Aetherbound by E.K. Johnston (Penguin Random House)
Set on a family-run interstellar freighter called the Harland and a mysterious remote space 
station, E. K. Johnston’s latest is a story of survival and self-determination. Pendt Harland’s 
family sees her as a waste of food on their long-haul space cruiser when her genes reveal an 
undesirable mutation. But if she plays her cards right she might have a chance to do much 
more than survive. During a space-station layover, Pendt escapes and forms a lucky bond with 
the Brannick twins, the teenage heirs of the powerful family that owns the station. Against all 
odds, the trio hatches a long-shot scheme to take over the station and thwart the destinies 
they never wished for.

A Dark and Hollow Star by Ashley Shuttleworth (Simon & Schuster)
Choose your player. The “ironborn” half-fae outcast of her royal fae family. A tempestuous 
Fury, exiled to earth from the Immortal Realm and hellbent on revenge. A dutiful fae prince, 
determined to earn his place on the throne. The prince’s brooding guardian, burdened with 
a terrible secret. For centuries, the Eight Courts of Folk have lived among us, concealed by 
magic and bound by law to do no harm to humans. This arrangement has long kept peace 
in the Courts—until a series of gruesome and ritualistic murders rocks the city of Toronto and 
threatens to expose faeries to the human world. Four queer teens, each who hold a key piece 
of the truth behind these murders, must form a tenuous alliance in their effort to track down 
the mysterious killer behind these crimes. If they fail, they risk the destruction of the faerie and 
human worlds alike. If that’s not bad enough, there’s a war brewing between the Mortal and 
Immortal Realms, and one of these teens is destined to tip the scales. The only question is: 
which way? Wish them luck. They’re going to need it.

Blood Donor by Karen Bass (Orca Book Publishers)
Seventeen-year-old Jo McNair is one minute late for her curfew, and thanks to her controlling 
father, she’s now locked out, cold and wandering the streets. She has no money and nowhere 
to sleep. Halfway through the night she meets someone who says they’re with a group working 
with at-risk kids, helping them get back on their feet. Jo gratefully accepts the offer of shelter 
for the night, only to find she has walked into a kidnapper’s trap. Now Jo and several other 
teens are being held prisoner. Their captors drug them regularly and force them to donate their 
blood. What is so special about the teens’ blood? And how long before they’re drained dry? 
When one of the teens doesn’t return, Jo suspects their days are numbered. She has to find a 
way to escape before their time runs out.
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Hana Khan Carries On by Uzma Jalaluddin (HarperCollins Canada)
Sales are slow at Three Sisters Biryani Poutine, the only halal restaurant in the close-knit Golden 
Crescent neighbourhood. Hana waitresses there part time, but what she really wants is to tell 
stories on the radio. If she can just outshine her fellow intern at the city radio station, she may 
have a chance at landing a job. In the meantime, Hana pours her thoughts and dreams into 
a podcast, where she forms a lively relationship with one of her listeners. But soon she’ll need 
all the support she can get: a new competing restaurant, a more upscale halal place, is about 
to open in the Golden Crescent, threatening Three Sisters. When her mysterious aunt and her 
teenage cousin arrive from India for a surprise visit, they draw Hana into a long-buried family 
secret. A hate-motivated attack on their neighbourhood complicates the situation further, as 
does Hana’s growing attraction for Aydin, the young owner of the rival restaurant—who might 
not be a complete stranger after all. As life on the Golden Crescent unravels, Hana must learn 
to use her voice, draw on the strength of her community and decide what her future should be.

If I Tell You The Truth by Jasmin Kaur (Harper Collins)
In this stunning sophomore novel, acclaimed writer Jasmin Kaur explores trauma, fear, 
courage, community, and the healing power of love in its many forms. Kiran flees her home in 
Punjab for a fresh start in Canada after a sexual assault leaves her pregnant. But overstaying 
her visa and living undocumented brings its own perils for both her and her daughter, Sahaara. 
Sahaara would do anything to protect her mother. When she learns the truth about Kiran’s past, 
she feels compelled to seek justice—even if it means challenging a powerful and dangerous 
man.

Hunting by Stars (A Marrow Thieves Novel) by Cherie Dimaline (Penguin 
Random House Canada)
Years ago, when plagues and natural disasters killed millions of people, much of the world 
stopped dreaming. Without dreams, people are haunted, sick, mad, unable to rebuild. The 
government soon finds that the Indigenous people of North America have retained their 
dreams, an ability rumored to be housed in the very marrow of their bones. Soon, residential 
schools pop up—or are re-opened—across the land to bring in the dreamers and harvest their 
dreams. Seventeen-year-old French lost his family to these schools and has spent the years 
since heading north with his new found family: a group of other dreamers, who, like him, are 
trying to build and thrive as a community. But then French wakes up in a pitch-black room, 
locked in and alone for the first time in years, and he knows immediately where he is—and what 
it will take to escape. Meanwhile, out in the world, his found family searches for him and dodges 
new dangers—school Recruiters, a blood cult, even the land itself. When their paths finally 
collide, French must decide how far he is willing to go—and how many loved ones is he willing 
to betray—in order to survive. This engrossing, action-packed, deftly-drawn novel expands on 
the world of Cherie Dimaline’s award-winning The Marrow Thieves, and it will haunt readers 
long after they’ve turned the final page.

Suggested Reading List
White Pine Readers (High School, Grades 9-12)
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Iron Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao (Penguin Random House Canada)
The boys of Huaxia dream of pairing up with girls to pilot Chrysalises, giant transforming robots 
that can battle the mecha aliens that lurk beyond the Great Wall. It doesn’t matter that the girls 
often die from the mental strain. When 18-year-old Zetian offers herself up as a concubine-
pilot, it’s to assassinate the ace male pilot responsible for her sister’s death. But she gets her 
vengeance in a way nobody expected—she kills him through the psychic link between pilots 
and emerges from the cockpit unscathed. She is labeled an Iron Widow, a much-feared and 
much-silenced kind of female pilot who can sacrifice boys to power up Chrysalises instead 
To tame her unnerving yet invaluable mental strength, she is paired up with Li Shimin, the 
strongest and most controversial male pilot in Huaxia . But now that Zetian has had a taste of 
power, she will not cower so easily. She will miss no opportunity to leverage their combined 
might and infamy to survive attempt after attempt on her life, until she can figure out exactly 
why the pilot system works in its misogynist way—and stop more girls from being sacrificed.

The Last Time I Saw Her by Alexandra Harrington (Nimbus Publishing)
It’s been almost a year since Charlotte Romer set foot in her hometown of River John, Nova 
Scotia. She’s been living at a boarding school hours away, safe from the trauma and broken 
relationships she left behind. All she has left in the small town is her older brother, Sean, who is 
struggling to keep the lights on in their run-down family home. Charlotte hasn’t spoken to her 
best friend, Sophie, since the night she fled. It’s not exactly a celebratory homecoming. On her 
first night home, Charlotte shows up unannounced to Sophie’s eighteenth birthday party. The 
trickle-down effects of that decision haunt Charlotte for weeks. But when Charlotte reconnects 
with Sophie’s ex-boyfriend, Max, the two of them begin to slowly unravel what happened the 
night of the accident the summer before—the night that changed everything. Somebody 
knows something, and that somebody really doesn’t want Charlotte and Max to figure it out. 
With a fast-paced, high-stakes plot, Alexandra Harrington’s debut YA novel will leave readers 
breathless until the final, shocking conclusion.

The Junction by Norm Konyu (Penguin Random House)
When a missing child, Lucas Jones, reappears on his Uncle’s doorstep in his hometown of 
Medford after an absence of 12 years, the brief moment of joy is clouded by mystery. Where 
has he been? Where is his father who disappeared at the same time? And how is it possible 
that Lucas is still 11 years old? As Lucas is uncommunicative, it is left to Detective Sergeant 
David King and child psychologist Jean Symonds to attempt to find some answers from the 
few belongings Lucas returned with; little more than four Polaroids and a personal journal 
which speaks of his time in a place called “The Junction”. The story unravels through interviews, 
medical and police reports, and ultimately, through visits to The Junction via the pages of 
Lucas’ diary, jumping back and forth in time, revealing pieces of the puzzle in a mystery that 
keeps the reader guessing right up until the end.
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Suggested Reading List
White Pine Readers (High School, Grades 9-12)

The Project by Courtney Summers (Wednesday Books)
Lo Denham is used to being on her own. After her parents died in a tragic car accident, her 
sister Bea joined the elusive community called The Unity Project, leaving Lo to fend for herself. 
Desperate not to lose the only family she has left, Lo has spent the last six years trying to 
reconnect with Bea, only to be met with radio silence. When Lo’s given the perfect opportunity 
to gain access to Bea’s reclusive life, she thinks they’re finally going to be reunited. But it’s 
difficult to find someone who doesn’t want to be found, and as Lo delves deeper into The 
Project and its charismatic leader, she begins to realize that there’s more at risk than just her 
relationship with Bea: her very life might be in danger. As she uncovers more questions than 
answers at each turn, everything Lo thought she knew about herself, her sister, and the world is 
upended. One thing doesn’t change, though, and that’s what keeps her going: Bea needs her, 
and Lo will do anything to save her.

The Signs and Wonders of Tuna Rashad by Natasha Deen (Running Press Kids)
Let’s be clear. No matter what her older brother, Robby, says, aspiring screenwriter Tuna Rashad 
is not “stupidstitious.” She is, however, cool with her Caribbean heritage, which means she 
is always on the lookout for messages from loved ones who have passed on. But ever since 
Robby became a widower, all he does is hang out at the house, mock Tuna for following in their 
ancestors’ traditions, and meddle in her life. Tuna needs to break free from her brother’s loving 
but over-bearing ways and get him a life (or at least, get him out of hers!). Based on the signs, 
her ancestors are on board. They also seem to be on board with helping Tuna win over her 
crush, Tristan Dangerfield. The only hiccup? She has to do it before leaving for college in the fall. 
A ticking clock, a grief-stricken brother, and a crush who doesn’t believe in signs. What could 
possibly go wrong?

The Red Palace by June Hur (Feiwel & Friends)
Joseon (Korea), 1758. There are few options available to illegitimate daughters in the capital 
city, but through hard work and study, eighteen-year-old Hyeon has earned a position as a 
palace nurse. All she wants is to keep her head down, do a good job, and perhaps finally win 
her estranged father’s approval. But Hyeon is suddenly thrust into the dark and dangerous 
world of court politics when someone murders four women in a single night, and the prime 
suspect is Hyeon’s closest friend and mentor. Determined to prove her beloved teacher’s 
innocence, Hyeon launches her own secret investigation. In her hunt for the truth, she 
encounters Eojin, a young police inspector also searching for the killer. When evidence begins 
to point to the Crown Prince himself as the murderer, Hyeon and Eojin must work together to 
search the darkest corners of the palace to uncover the deadly secrets behind the bloodshed.
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The Wild Ones by Nafiza Azad (Simon & Schuster)
We are the Wild Ones, and we will not be silenced. We are girls who have tasted the worst this 
world can offer. Our story begins with Paheli, who was once betrayed by her mother, sold to 
a man in exchange for a favor. When Paheli escaped, she ran headlong into Taraana—a boy 
with stars in his eyes, a boy as battered as she was. He tossed Paheli a box of stars before 
disappearing. With the stars, Paheli gained access to the Between, a place of pure magic and 
mystery. Now, Paheli collects girls like us, and we use our magic to travel the world, helping 
to save other girls from our pain, our scars. When Taraana reappears, he asks for our help. 
Dangerous magical forces are chasing him, and they will destroy him to get his powers. We will 
do everything to save him—if we can. For if Taraana is no longer safe and free, neither are the 
Wild Ones. And that is a fate that we refuse to accept. Ever again.

Wrong Side of the Court by H.N. Khan (Penguin Random House Canada)
Fifteen-year-old Fawad Chaudhry loves two things: basketball and his mother’s potato and 
ground beef stuffed parathas. Both are round and both help him forget about things like his 
father, who died two years ago, his mother’s desire to arrange a marriage to his first cousin, 
Nusrat, back home in Pakistan, and the tiny apartment in Regent Park he shares with his mom 
and sister. Not to mention his estranged best friend Yousuf, who’s coping with the shooting 
death of his older brother. But Fawad has plans: like, asking out Ashley, even though she lives 
on the other, wealthier side of the tracks, and saving his friend Arif from being beaten into a 
pulp for being the school flirt, and making the school basketball team and dreaming of being 
the world’s first Pakistani to be drafted into the NBA. All he has to do now is convince his mother 
to let him try out for the basketball team. And let him date girls from his school. Not to mention 
somehow get Omar, the neighborhood bully, to leave him alone…

The Upside of Falling by Alex Light (HarperCollins Canada)
It’s been years since seventeen-year-old Becca Hart believed in true love. But when her former 
best friend teases her for not having had a boyfriend, Becca impulsively pretends she’s been 
secretly seeing someone. Brett Wells has it all. As captain of the football team and one of the 
most popular guys in his school, he should have no problem finding someone to date, but he’s 
always been more focused on his future than who to bring to prom. When he overhears Becca’s 
lie, Brett decides to step in and be the mystery guy. It’s the perfect solution: he gets people off 
his back for not having a meaningful relationship and she can keep up the ruse that she’s got 
a boyfriend. Acting like the perfect couple isn’t easy, though, especially when you barely know 
the other person. But with Becca still picking up the pieces from when her world was blown 
apart years ago and Brett just barely holding his together now, they begin to realize they have 
more in common than they ever could have imagined. When the line between what is pretend 
and what is real begins to blur, they’re forced to answer the question: Is this fake romance the 
realest thing in either of their lives?
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White Pine

The 2022 Committee
Met Virtually in May 2022

Meredith Tutching — Director of the Forest of Reading, Amy Mathers — Facilitator of the Teen Committee, Ami — York Region 
District School Board, Angelina — London District Catholic School Board, Joey — Waterloo Region District School Board, Katie — 
Toronto District School Board, Kiran — Peel District School Board, Michelle — Oshawa, Ontario, Mitra — Toronto District School 
Board, Paige — Stratford, Ontario, Siena — Conseil scolaire Viamonde


