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Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)

The Bones of Ruin by Sarah Raughley (Margaret K. McElderry Books (S&S))
As an African tightrope dancer in Victorian London, Iris is used to being strange. She is certainly 
an unusual sight for leering British audiences always eager for the spectacle of colonial curiosity. 
But Iris also has a secret that even “strange” doesn’t capture… She cannot die. Haunted by her 
unnatural power and with no memories of her past, Iris is obsessed with discovering who she is. 
But that mission gets more complicated when she meets the dark and alluring Adam Temple, 
a member of a mysterious order called the Enlightenment Committee. Adam seems to know 
much more about her than he lets on, and he shares with her a terrifying revelation: the world is 
ending, and the Committee will decide who lives…and who doesn’t. To help them choose a leader 
for the upcoming apocalypse, the Committee is holding the Tournament of Freaks, a macabre 
competition made up of vicious fighters with fantastical abilities. Adam wants Iris to be his 
champion, and in return he promises her the one thing she wants most: the truth about who she 
really is. If Iris wants to learn about her shadowy past, she has no choice but to fight. But the further 
she gets in the grisly tournament, the more she begins to remember—and the more she wonders if 
the truth is something best left forgotten.

Delicious Monsters by Liselle Sambury (Margaret K. McElderry Books (S&S))
Daisy sees dead people—something impossible to forget in bustling, ghost-packed Toronto. 
She usually manages to deal with her unwanted ability, but she’s completely unprepared to be 
dumped by her boyfriend. So when her mother inherits a secluded mansion in northern Ontario 
where she spent her childhood summers, Daisy jumps at the chance to escape. But the house 
is nothing like Daisy expects, and she begins to realize that her experience with the supernatural 
might be no match for her mother’s secrets, nor what lurks within these walls…A decade later, 
Brittney is desperate to get out from under the thumb of her abusive mother, a bestselling author 
who claims her stay at “Miracle Mansion” allowed her to see the error of her ways. But Brittney 
knows that’s nothing but a sham. She decides the new season of her popular Haunted web series 
will uncover what happened to a young Black girl in the mansion ten years prior and finally expose 
her mother’s lies. But as she gets more wrapped up in the investigation, she’ll have to decide: if 
she can only bring one story to light, which one matters most—Daisy’s or her own? As Brittney 
investigates the mansion in the present, Daisy’s story runs parallel in the past, both timelines 
propelling the girls to face the most dangerous monsters of all: those that hide in plain sight.

The Book of Us by Shane Peacock (DCB-An imprint of Cormorant Books Inc)
It’s the summer before grade twelve, and sixteen-year-old Noah Greene is in the relationship 
of a lifetime with his brilliant and book-smart girlfriend, Miranda Owens. But when Miranda 
overhears his private conversation with another girl, what he says destroys everything they’ve 
built, shattering Noah’s world. Determined to make amends, Noah sets out to truly understand 
the harm his words have caused and maybe become worthy enough for Miranda in time for 
prom. Along the way, he’s been turning his journey into a manuscript called The Book of Us and 
wants to give it to Miranda to prove to her how far he thinks he’s come. What did Noah say that 
upset Miranda so much? What will she say when he finally asks her out again? Has he been 
able to mend the harm he’s caused, or are some things beyond repair?
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I GOT YOU BABE by Paul Coccia (Orca Book Publishers)
This year’s fun fair will have a Pride Carnival theme and twelve-year-old Mac couldn’t be more 
excited. Mac convinces his best friend, Amy, to do a Sonny and Cher drag number. He has 
their outfits all planned out, right down to the bellbottoms and fur vests. And he wants their 
performance to be perfect too so he pushes Amy to rehearse every day. Every step, every wave 
of the hand, every lyric has to be spot on. But Amy has had enough—the day before the event, 
she reveals that she never wanted to be Sonny. Why can’t she be Cher? Mac refuses to even 
consider it. There can only be one diva! With no time to recast, Mac plans to go solo. But he’s 
miserable without his best friend. Can the two of them patch things up in time?

Names in a Jar by Jennifer Gold (Second Story Press)
When you change your name, do you change who you are? Twelve-year-old Anna Krawitz is 
imprisoned in the Warsaw Ghetto with her older sister, Lina, and their father. Happy days spent 
reading about anatomy and science in Papa’s bookshop are long gone, and the knowledge 
they have is used to help their neighbors through the illnesses caused by starvation and war. 
With no hope in sight and supplies dwindling, Anna finds herself taking care of an orphaned 
baby. With a courage she didn’t know she had, Anna and the baby leave behind all they know 
and go into hiding with a Catholic family, changing their names to hide their identity, but Lina is 
not so lucky and winds up in the infamous Treblinka Camp. Can Lina survive and find her way 
back to Anna? Will the two sisters even recognize each other after such a long time? A story 
filled with hope, courage and reconciliation. Content advisory: rape, sexual violence.

Me Three by Susan Juby (Tundra Books (PRH))
Allegations against his father turn eleven-year-old Rodney’s life upside down in a powerful 
and surprisingly funny novel about new beginnings, friendships and a fresh look at the way 
things really are, by critically acclaimed author Susan Juby. Eleven-year-old Rodney is starting 
sixth grade in a new school, in a new home in a new state. The new school is really old and 
smells like someone ate a couple of pounds of glue and then barfed it back up, and he’s in a 
class with a bunch of kids who seem to sort of hate him. Even his best friend won’t write him 
back. It’s strange, because just a couple of months ago, Rodney was one of the most popular 
guys in his fifth-grade class. He lived in Las Vegas, with his mom, older sister and his dad, who 
was a successful professional poker player. Now his old life is over — his mom even says they 
shouldn’t tell anyone their real last name. Because of something his dad did. Or something 
people said that he did. His dad says it’s all a big misunderstanding, but he’s now staying in 
a center “for people who are having problems, like being addicted to drugs or gambling, or 
because other people don’t understand that you are just funny and friendly and sometimes 
you give people hugs or put your arm around them and they accuse you of taking liberties 
and ruin everything.” Rodney is confident that it won’t be long until the misunderstanding is all 
cleared up and they can all go back to their old life. But he can only keep the truth at bay for so 
long . . .
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Hazel Hill Is Gonna Win This One by Maggie Horne (HarperCollins)
A “must-read for tweens and their parents” (SLJ, starred review), this funny, feminist, and 
queer contemporary middle grade debut follows 12-year-old loner Hazel Hill, who after one of 
her classmates is harassed online, devises a plan to catch the school’s golden boy in the act. 
Seventh grader Hazel Hill is too busy for friends. No, really. She needs to focus on winning the 
school-wide speech competition and beating her nemesis, the popular and smart Ella Quinn, 
after last year’s embarrassing hyperbole/hyperbowl mishap that cost her first place. But when 
Hazel discovers Ella is being harassed by golden boy Tyler Harris, she has to choose between 
winning and doing the right thing. No one would believe that a nice boy like Tyler would harass 
and intimidate a nice girl like Ella, but Hazel knows the truth—and she’s determined to prove 
it, even if it means risking everything. Deeply relatable and surprisingly humorous, Hazel Hill Is 
Gonna Win This One is a wonderfully empowering story about friendship, finding your voice, 
and standing up for what you believe in.

A Venom Dark And Sweet by Judy I. Lin (Macmillan Publishers (Imprint: Feiwel & 
Friends))
The enthralling conclusion to Judy I. Lin’s Book of Tea duology—#1 New York Times bestseller A 
Magic Steeped in Poison and A Venom Dark and Sweet—is sure to enchant fans of Adrienne 
Young and Leigh Bardugo. A great evil has come to the kingdom of Dàxi. The Banished Prince has 
returned to seize power, his rise to the dragon throne aided by the mass poisonings that have 
kept the people bound in fear and distrust.  Ning, a young but powerful shénnóng-shi—a wielder 
of magic using the ancient and delicate art of tea-making—has escorted Princess Zhen into exile. 
Joining them is the princess’ loyal bodyguard, Ruyi, and Ning’s newly healed sister, Shu. Together 
the four young women travel throughout the kingdom in search of allies to help oust the invaders 
and take back Zhen’s rightful throne.  But the golden serpent still haunts Ning’s nightmares with 
visions of war and bloodshed. An evil far more ancient than the petty conflicts of men has awoken, 
and all the magic in the land may not be enough to stop it from consuming the world...

Made In Korea by Sarah Suk (Simon & Schuster)
There’s nothing Valerie Kwon loves more than making a good sale. Together with her cousin 
Charlie, they run V&C K-BEAUTY, their school’s most successful student-run enterprise. With each 
sale, Valerie gets closer to taking her beloved and adventurous halmeoni to her dream city, 
Paris. Enter the new kid in class, Wes Jung, who is determined to pursue music after graduation 
despite his parents’ major disapproval. When his classmates clamor to buy the K-pop branded 
beauty products his mom gave him to “make new friends,” he sees an opportunity—one that 
may be the key to help him pay for the music school tuition he knows his parents won’t cover…
What he doesn’t realize, though, is that he is now V&C K-BEAUTY’s biggest competitor. Stakes are 
high as Valerie and Wes try to outsell each other, make the most money, and take the throne 
for the best business in school—all while trying to resist the undeniable spark that’s crackling 
between them. From hiring spies to all-or-nothing bets, the competition is much more than 
either of them bargained for. But one thing is clear: only one Korean business can come out on 
top.
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Tell No Tales: Pirates of the Southern Seas by Sam Maggs (Abrams Books 
(Imprint: Amulet Books))
A swashbuckling adventure inspired by the historical exploits of real-life female pirates. Anne 
Bonny had it all—her own ship, a pirate crew, and a fearsome reputation—but a new enemy has 
her on the run and it’ll take all of Anne’s courage to stay afloat. The night before a major heist, 
Anne has an unsettling dream, and come morning, the robbery is thwarted by Woodes Rogers, 
a zealot who has sworn to eliminate piracy. With no plan to escape, Anne must persuade her 
crew to seek the meaning of her dream—or perish. Full of sass, solidarity, and swordplay, Tell No 
Tales is a graphic novel about belonging, belief, and how far we’re willing to go to protect the 
ones we love.

Winter Kill by Marsha Skrypuch (Scholastic)
FOOD IS RUNNING OUT . . . AND THE ENEMY IS CLOSING IN. Nyl is just trying to stay alive. Ever since 
the Soviet dictator, Stalin, started to take control of the farms in Ukraine like the one Nyl’s family 
lives on, there is less and less food to go around. On top of bad harvests and a harsh winter, 
conditions worsen until it’s clear the lack of food is not just chance . . . but a murderous plan 
leading all the way to Stalin. Alice has recently arrived from Canada with her father, who is here 
to work for the Soviets . . . until they realize that the people suffering the most are all ethnically 
Ukrainian like Nyl. Something is very wrong, and Alice is determined to help. Desperate, Nyl and 
Alice come up with an audacious plan that could save both of them — and their community. 
But can they survive long enough to succeed? Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch brings to vivid life the 
Holodomor, or death by starvation, Ukraine’s famine-genocide of the 1930s. Tragically timely 
and resonant, this is a story about unity, perseverance, and the irrepressible hunger to survive.

Unravel by Sharon Jennings (Red Deer Press)
As Rebecca is about to turn twelve years old, she begins to realize that Joe, her father, is not 
the most supportive of parents. Rather he seems to want to turn her away from friendships, 
from involvement with others, from anyone who might intrude on their two lives. When it seems 
their affectionate neighbour is becoming too inquisitive, Joe abruptly arranges for himself 
and Rebecca to make a quick move to another place in the city. And as she reflects on things, 
Rebecca realizes that this is what has always happened. Also, she doesn’t attend school, 
but is doing what her dad calls home—schooling. When she asks him about her family — 
grandparents and others — turns out that they’re all dead. For various reasons, as Joe explains. 
That means the two of them are alone in the world, making their own way. Or, perhaps, allowing 
Joe to make whatever moves he wishes to without consulting anyone else — least of all, his 
daughter. Life changes for Rebecca the day that she spots a new neighbour in their latest 
apartment building — someone who, though she seems a little fragile, has an aura of elegance 
about her and who also takes an immediate interest in the girl. As Rebecca gets to know 
Phoebe better, she also is able to look at Joe with different eyes — and, in the end, she realizes 
that her father is not at all who he has presented himself as.
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The Everlasting Road by Wab Kinew (Tundra Books (PRH))
The boundaries between the virtual and the real world become dangerously blurred for a 
young Indigenous girl in the follow-up to the YA fantasy debut Walking in Two Worlds from 
bestselling Indigenous author Wab Kinew. Perfect for fans of Ready Player One and the 
Otherworld series. Devastated by the loss of her older brother to cancer, Bugz returns to the 
place where she can always find solace and strength: the Floraverse. Over the past year, she 
has regained her position of power in that virtual world, and while the remaining Clan:LESS 
members still plot against her, she is easily able to overcome their attacks. Even better, she’s 
been secretly working on a bot that will be both an incredible weapon and a source of comfort: 
Waawaate. With the Waawaate bot looking exactly like the brother she misses so much — 
even acting like him — Bugz feels ready to show him off to Feng, who has become a constant 
companion in the ‘Verse. She cannot wait to team up with both friend and bot to secure her 
dominance once and for all. But Feng has his own issues to deal with, especially when news 
that his parents are alive and want to contact him threatens to send his new life on the Rez 
into upheaval. As they work through their complicated feelings of grief and loss, Feng and Bugz 
find themselves becoming ever closer. But disturbances in the Floraverse cannot be ignored, 
especially when Bugz realizes that her Waawaate bot is growing in powers beyond her control...

Hidden on the High Wire by Kathy Kacer (Second Story Press)
In the summer of 1941, Irene Lorch must perform the most perilous balancing act of her life… Irene 
grew up traveling around Germany with her family’s circus, surrounded by her loved ones and 
thrilling the crowds with her performance on the high wire...until one day, the audience boos. The 
Lorch family is Jewish, and the increasing power of Adolf Hitler’s Nazis has put them all in grave 
danger. When the circus is forced to shut down and Irene’s father is taken away, Irene and her 
mother must go into hiding with another circus. Every day is a frightening new kind of balancing 
act, caught between the desire to perform and the need to hide—even in plain sight. Inspired by a 
true story.

Willpower by Marty Chan (Orca Book Publishers)
Jennifer Mah has a secret — a big one. She can move objects with her mind. She knows if people 
learn about her abilities, she would be taken and subjected to horrible experiments. That’s why 
she and her father have been living in a new city under false identities. But when Jennifer uses 
her powers to save someone from being hit by a car, she exposes herself to the authorities. 
Her father is taken away by agents and Jennifer has to find a way to save him without getting 
caught herself.
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Red Maple

The 2023 Committee
Met Virtually in May 2023

Abigail — Peel District School Board, Gurnoor — Peel District School Board, Jasmine — Upper Grand District School Board, Julien — 
Simcoe County District School Board, Leanna — Simcoe County District School Board, Logan — Waterloo Region District School Board, 
Michelle — Peel District School Board, Pania — Simcoe County District School Board, Riley — Simcoe County District School Board, Ryan 
— Bluewater District School Board

About Jess Longthorne, the Kid Committee — Red Maple Facilitator:
Teacher-Librarian, Simcoe County District School Board, Red Maple Steering Committee Member

Meredith Tutching, Director, Forest of Reading®


