
2023 Forest of Reading® &  
Festival Year-End Report



Forest Perks Program: In 2022, the Forest of Reading® added
a Perks program for an additional fee to the mix. In 2023, the 
Forest of Reading® team introduced virtual visits just for Perks 
subscribers! Another exciting addition to these perks was early 
access to secure Festival tickets. Visit forestofreading.com/forest-
perks/ for more information.

New Festival Webpages: The Forest of Reading® added new
webpages about the Forest of Reading Festival on the website. 
These new pages made relevant information easier to find. Check 
it out at forestofreading.com/festival/.

New This Year
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Virtual Content

25 Forest 
Friday’s Virtual 

Author Visits

10 Blue Spruce 
Read-Alouds

7 White Pine 
Author Visits

5 Forest Perks 
Events



Forest by the Numbers

1808
SITES PARTICIPATING IN THE FOREST OF READING® 

PROGRAM, INCLUDING SCHOOL LIBRARIES, PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 
HOMESCHOOLERS, INDIVIDUALS, LITERACY CENTRES, AND OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS

270,000+
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS

106,213
TOTAL BOOKS SOLD BY OUR OFFICIAL WHOLESALER, TINLIDS INC.

782
CANADIAN TITLES SUBMITTED FOR 
CONSIDERATION FOR THE AWARD 

PROGRAM

100
NOMINATED TITLES FOR 2023

100
SELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS

53
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS



Forest by the Numbers

 421,082
HITS TO THE FORESTOFREADING.COM WEBSITE DURING THE 2023 

PROGRAM YEAR

168,987
HITS TO THE FOREST OF READING® PASSWORD WEBSITE DURING 

THE 2023 PROGRAM YEAR

1:31
TOTAL TIME SPENT ON FORESTOFREADING.COM

324,547
UNIQUE PAGE VIEWS ON FORESTOFREADING.COM

8,407
TWITTER FOLLOWERS
@FORESTOFREADING

8,057
FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS

@FORESTOFREADING

https://forestofreading.com
https://forestofreading.com
https://forestofreading.com
https://twitter.com/ForestofReading
https://www.facebook.com/forestofreading


Kid Committee

Silver Birch Fiction

Red Maple

30 kids were part of two committees and spent two mornings deliberating about the best Canadian books 
kids in the country should read this summer. 

This year the committee picked 15 books for grades 4-6 and 15 books for grades 7-8 readers. These books 
have not previously been on a Forest award program but are a curated list that could be in future and must-reads for the 
summer. Kids picking for kids!

30
Books 

Selected



Forest of Reading® Festival

The Forest of Reading Festival was back in person in Toronto 
for the first time since 2019. The OLA welcomed almost 4,000 
young people to Harbourfront Centre on May 16-17, and over 200 
volunteers, nominees, publishing partners, and guests joined to 
deliver this fantastic event. Awards were given in person for the 
Silver Birch Express, Silver Birch Fiction, Red Maple, and White Pine.

In addition, the Forest of Reading created digital ceremonies in-
house for the Blue Spruce, Yellow Cedar and Peuplier Awards for 
the first time. After cancelling the French Festival, we added the 
Mélèze and Tamarac awards to the digital experience. Ainara 
Alleyne and comedian Ali Hassan hosted the in-person and digital 
ceremonies. As of June 1st, the ceremonies have been viewed by 
over 1,500 classes.

The Library Marketplace launched a new line of merchandise for 
the Forest of Reading and it was a huge success, especially at the 
store at the Festival. Visit The Library Marketplace to see more!

This year’s Festival was a true rock concert for books! We 
encourage you to watch our highlight video at 
bit.ly/2023FestivalVideo.

https://www.thelibrarymarketplace.com/collections/forest-of-reading
http://bit.ly/2023FestivalVideo


In the Media

https://issuu.com/communicationjeunesse/docs/magazinecj_ete2023?fr=sZWJjYzQ5OTQ4MTk


In the Media

https://www.cbc.ca/books/students-across-canada-chose-these-9-books-as-the-2023-forest-of-reading-award-winners-1.6852402


The Forest of Reading is THE most significant force in promoting literature and literacy in the 
country. I have been part of this program as a writer, a teacher, and as a parent. I have seen 
first-hand the impact of the program. Without it, Canadian publishers would be stressed 
and possibly would have to discontinue publishing, many writers would be forced to give 
up their careers - with only those with affluence being able to continue or become writers. 
Most importantly, this is a driving force in the development of literacy in our entire country. 
Children discover books - Canadian books that reflect their homes, their backgrounds, 
their cultures, and their country - and in doing so become more literate, more aware, more 
compassionate, and empathetic. This program doesn’t just create better readers, it fosters 
the development of better people.
-Dr. Eric Walters, award-winning author, C.M. (Order of Canada)

There’s no better reading program. The selection of books is Canadian top tier. The kid-
centered approach to reading, participating, and voting is unique. As an author I’m not 
sure I’d have a career without the support of this program. That’s true for many of us, I’d 
wager. Where else are Canadian kids given such positive and wide-ranging introduction to 
Canadian creators? The answer is “nowhere”. Can’t wait until we can meet in person again, 
and I can see the passionate readers clutching their beloved CANADIAN books and yelling at 
us like we’re rock stars.
-Kevin Sylvester, 2022 Silver Birch Fiction nominee and multi-award-winning author

Testimonials



The Forest of Reading brings kids together to celebrate books unlike any other program 
of its kind. In addition to celebrating literacy, it also promotes the empowerment of youth 
voice because the kids participating get to decide the award winners. This early piece 
of civic engagement prepares them for the heavier choices that may face them as they 
enter into the broader society. In addition to the celebratory nature of the festival itself, 
the program supports the great work being done by librarians, teachers and teacher-
librarians. By focusing on Canadian voices in literature, educators have an easier time 
highlighting these fabulous creators instead of turning to American authors who may 
have a larger PR budget.
-Ashley Pamenter, Red Maple Steering Committee Chair

Testimonials



Thank you for
another great year!

forest@accessola.com | 1-877-340-1730
forestofreading.com

All 2023 Forest of Reading® Festival photos courtesy 
of Tracey Biel Photography
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