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“Follow my instructions, and when our task is done, I will release you.” Commanded by the
magical artifact known as the Dragon’s Eye, junior con artist Callan and his friends are eagerly
reaching the end of the epic quest that will finally free him from the Eye’s sinister hold. But their
final task is their most ambitious: sneaking into the emperor’s private island prison and
rescuing a man from a jail cell that has been locked tight for a hundred years. This impossible
heist will strain the gang’s unique abilities to thieve and deceive everyone from the guards, the
city elite, the warden, and even the nefarious local crime boss who warns them to stay away.
As the friends plan out their last and most difficult con job, Callan begins to question what
they’re helping the Eye to achieve. Aided by magical hints and fitful dreams, Callan slowly
uncovers the Eye’s true desires. To his horror, he realizes that he may be the one being conned
all this time . . . and his mistake could cost the world’s entire existence.

Every second counts in the fight to save all time. Dan Renfrew hates that he’s a time jumper—
seventeen-year-olds should not be stuck with the responsibility of saving history. But with no
one else stepping up to stop Victor Stahl’s plot to take over the world, Dan and his time-
jumping partner Sam have no choice but to jump back into history again. They land on the
Celtic island of Anglesey in 60 CE, hoping to find answers on how to stop Victor. Their task isn’t
easy. Everyone seems to be hiding something, from the druids who rule Anglesey to the Celts
who take the time jumpers in. As two Roman legions—intent on wiping out everyone on the
island—draw closer, time is running out for Dan and Sam.

Twin princesses Ria and Rani journey deep into dangerous new lands to save their home in this
propulsive, immersive sequel to Sisters of the Snake, perfect for fans of We Hunt the Flame and
The Wrath & the Dawn. The powerful Bloodstone is in dangerous hands. And a deadly new
threat rises. Ria and Rani have barely settled into their new lives at the palace—as princesses,
as sisters—when a sinister prophecy uproots them once more. The Blood Moon will rise in one
month’s time, and with it their enemy Amara’s opportunity to destroy everything Ria and Rani
hold dear. The twin princesses must find Amara—a deadly search that separates Ria and Rani
once more and takes them to wintry kingdoms and scorching deserts, pitting them against
ancient mysteries and trap-ridden labyrinths, lethal sea monsters and an elusive enemy that
steals into their very dreams.
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Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)

Daughters of the Dawn by Sarena and Sasha Nanua (HarperTeen)

The Celtic Deception (A Jump in Time, Book 2)  by Andrew Varga (Imbrifex)

Champions of the Fox (Thieves of Shadow, Book 3) by Kevin Sands 
(Puffin Canada)
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 In the real world, Leon isn’t built to be a hero, but he must become one when he gets trapped in
a cutting-edge virtual-reality game. Twelve-year-old Leon loves video games. When he plays,
he feels confident and amazing for just a little while. The rest of the time he feels like a loser. So
Leon is shocked when Nico, the coolest kid ever and the son of a video-game developer, invites
him over to test out the newest game at his dad’s high-tech lab. To play, they must submerge
themselves in giant tanks filled with nanobots, which are programmed to interact with the
players and form the physical gaming world. It sounds perfectly safe. But a glitch causes the
tiny robots to start behaving oddly, putting the boys in real-life danger. Now it's up to Leon to
slay a dragon, to beat the game and save Nico and himself...before the timer runs out.

Seventeen-year-old Josephine Jagger is a talented writer with special abilities she doesn’t fully
understand. Over the years she has developed methods to cope with the voices she hears in
her head, but the old house her family has inherited in Vermont makes Josephine question
what’s real and what’s not more than anything she’s ever encountered before. It’s filled with
shadows, and whispers, and the unshakable feeling of being watched. Josephine then catches
her first glimpse of a shadowy woman with long hair, pale skin, an impossibly wide smile and
hollow pits for eyes. Her name is Dorcas, the ghost of a witch who died three hundred years
ago. She has summoned the family to Vermont to ensnare them — then consume them — in
order to rise from the grave and live again . . .

When all technology breaks down and he’s far from home, thirteen-year-old Jamie learns he’s
stronger (and braver) than he thought he was in this dystopian adventure.
Thirteen-year-old Jamie’s plane is just taking off when something goes terribly wrong. The
lights go out, communications halts and the engine stops. After a bumpy landing, Jamie
realizes it’s not just his flight. All the other planes have been grounded too. And every car on the
road has stopped in its tracks. And no one’s cell phone is working. Technology has shut down,
and no one knows why. Soon, it becomes clear that this disaster is anything but local, and
people begin to panic. Jamie is now stranded 1,200 miles away from home and the world is in
chaos. With the help of the plane's flight crew, a group of fellow passengers and a rescued dog
named Godzilla, Jamie must make the long, perilous journey home.
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Leon Levels Up by Paul Coccia (Orca Book Publishers)

Flight Plan  by Eric Walters (Orca Book Publishers)

House of Ash and Bone by Joel A. Sutherland (Tundra Books)

The Not-So-Uniform Life of Holly-Mei (Holly-Mei, Book 1) by Christina Matula
(Inkyard Press)
Holly-Mei Jones couldn’t be more excited about moving to Hong Kong for her mother’s job. Her
new school is right on the beach and her family’s apartment is beyond beautiful. Everything is
going to be perfect . . . right? Maybe not. It feels like everywhere she turns, there are new rules to
follow and expectations to meet. On top of that, the most popular girl in her grade is quickly
becoming a frenemy. And without the guidance of her loving Ah-ma, who stayed behind in
Toronto, Holly-Mei just can’t seem to get it right. It will take all of Holly-Mei’s determination and
sparkle (and maybe even a tiny bit of stubbornness) to get through seventh grade and turn her
life in Hong Kong into the ultimate adventure!
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The valley of horses has been a safe haven for Honey and her family for seven peaceful years,
but this seemingly perfect valley has also become their prison. Trapped by a mysterious magic,
and fearing for her father’s life, Honey is determined to find a way out of the valley of horses.
The valley of horses is the only true place Honey remembers since her family stumbled upon it
in their converted ice cream truck while escaping from the rest of the world, and the illnesses
that was spreading there. Honey’s parents, her brother Rumi, and her NanNan become self-
sufficient, living off the land and sharing the valley with mystical horses who seem to have a
wisdom of their own. But there is a magic in the valley that prevents Honey and her family from
ever leaving. When Honey suspects her father has become ill, Honey knows she must find a way
to escape the valley to find help from a world she only knows about through stories.
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Out of the Valley of Horses by Wendy Orr (Pajama Press)

Slugfest by Gordon Korman (Scholastic Canada)
Yash is the best athlete at Robinette Middle School—so good, in fact, that he’s already playing
on the high school’s JV sports teams. Imagine his shock when he learns that his JV practices
have kept him from earning a state-mandated credit for eighth-grade PE. To graduate, he has
to take Physical Education Equivalency—PEE, also known as “Slugfest”—in summer school.
Yash gets to know his fellow “slugs”: Kaden, an academic superstar who’s physically hopeless;
twins Sarah and Stewart, who are too busy trying to kill each other to do any real PE; Jesse, a
notorious prankster; Arabella, who protests everything; and Cleo, a natural athlete who has
sworn off sports. But when one of them tries to blow the lid off a scandal that could make all
their time in summer school a waste, Yash is forced to take drastic action. Teaming up with the
most hapless crew in school can really surprise a person. And their teacher might be hiding the
biggest surprise yet. . . .

S‘More Magic (Witches of Brooklyn, Book 3) by Sophie Escabasse
(Random House Graphic)
School’s out, and Effie is ready for SUMMER! Too bad she’s being sent off to the wilderness for
boring old summer camp. Nothing says “exciting new adventure” like being stuck in nature with
mosquitoes. Sure, other witches might be there. And maybe she’ll learn some cool new magic.
But Effie would rather spend time with the friends she already has. She’s always relied on them
for help. . . . What will happen when she heads off to camp all by herself?
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A contemporary teen romance novel featuring a Palestinian-Canadian girl trying to hide her
autism diagnosis while navigating her first year of high school. Fifteen-year-old Jessie, a quirky
loner obsessed with the nineties, is diagnosed as autistic just weeks before starting high school.
Determined to make a fresh start and keep her diagnosis a secret, Jessie creates a list of goals
that range from acquiring two distinct eyebrows to getting a magical first kiss and landing a
spot in the school play. Within the halls of Holy Trinity High, she finds a world where things are
no longer black and white and quickly learns that living in color is much more fun. But Jessie
gets more than she bargained for when two very different boys steal her heart, forcing her to
go off-script.

Iris Marlow can’t die. For years, she was tormented by her missing memories and desperate to
learn her real identity. So when the mysterious Adam Temple offered to reveal the truth of who
she was in exchange for her joining his team in the Tournament of Freaks, a gruesome magical
competition, it was an offer she couldn’t refuse. But the truth would have been better left buried.
Because Adam is a member of the Enlightenment Committee, an elite secret society built upon
one fundamental idea: that the apocalypse known as Hiva had destroyed the world before and
would do it again, and soon. But what the Committee—and Iris—never guessed is that Hiva is
not an event. Hiva is a person…Iris. Now, no matter how hard Iris fights for a normal life, the newly
awakened power inside her keeps drawing her toward the path of global annihilation. Adam,
perversely obsessed with Iris, will stop at nothing to force her to unlock her true potential, while a
terrifying newcomer with ties to Hiva’s past is on the hunt for Iris. All Iris wants is the freedom to
choose her own future, but the cost might be everything Iris holds dear—including the world
itself.
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Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)

The Song of Wrath (Bones of Ruin, Book 2) by Sarah Raughley 
(Margaret K. McElderry Books)

Something More by Jackie Khalilieh (Tundra Books)

The Space Between Here and Now by Sarah Suk (Quill Tree Books)
Seventeen-year-old Aimee Roh has Sensory Time Warp Syndrome, a rare condition that causes
her to time travel to a moment in her life when she smells something linked to that memory. Her
dad is convinced she’ll simply grow out of it if she tries hard enough, but Aimee’s fear of
vanishing at random has kept her from living a normal life. When Aimee disappears for nine
hours into a memory of her estranged mom—a moment Aimee has never remembered before
—she becomes distraught. Not only was this her longest disappearance yet, but the memory
doesn’t match up with the story of how her mom left—at least, not the version she’s always
heard from her dad. Desperate for answers, Aimee travels to Korea, where she unravels the
mystery of her memories, the truth about her mother, and the reason she keeps returning to
certain moments in her life. Along the way, she realizes she’ll need to reconcile her past in order
to save her present.



Red Maple

Meredith Tutching, Director, Forest of Reading®

About Helen Kubiw, the Kid Committee — Red Maple Facilitator: Retired Teacher-
Librarian, Former Forest of Reading Chair
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The 2024 Committee
Met Virtually in May 2024

Rachana — Durham District School Board, Rebecca — Toronto District School Board, Rachel — Thames Valley District School Board,
Aron — Toronto District School Board, Olivia — York Region District School Board, Ruby — Toronto District School Board, Louis — Toronto
District School Board


