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The role of the school library & school library professionals

Access to a properly staffed school library is a proven ingredient for student success and achieving
Ontario’s curriculum objectives for literacy, research and other critical skills. Schools with libraries
and trained library professionals see better outcomes on the Grade 3 and 6 EQAO assessments.

WHAT IS A SCHOOL LIBRARY?

At its core, the school
library is an open and
accessible information
and technological space
that supports, extends,
and individualizes a
school’s curriculum

WHO ARE SCHOOL LIBRARY PROFESSIONALS? WHY SHOULD A SCHOOL LIBRARY

PROFESSIONAL SELECT THE MATERIALS FOR

MY CHILD’S SCHOOL LIBRARY?

School library professionals have specialized skills
in selecting library materials for students of all
ages and reading abilities.
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technicians

librarians*

*with Masters of Information Science Degree

X

Having a staffed, well-
resourced library in each
school ensures that all
students, regardless of
barriers, have equitable access
to the books and resources
they need to support their

learning and growth.

000

PUBLIC LIBRARY

SCHOOL LIBRARY

Mandated to serve the school community. School
library programing and collections are specifically
designed to support the curriculum and learning
goals of the school.

Mandated to serve all Ontarians

Students do not all have equal access to the public

Ontario students can benefit from accessing their
local public library’s collections and participate in
the youth programming available at their local

library. Geographic barriers, access to
transportation, and availability of
parents/guardians to visit the library all impact

branch. However... students’ ability to access resources at the public

library.

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF RESTRICTING OR
BANNING AGE-APPROPRIATE BOOKS?

WHEN STUDENTS LOSE ACCESS TO A SCHOOL LIBRARY,

WHAT ARE THE SHORT- AND LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES?

School libraries help reduce barriers to access. The
1 closing of school libraries perpetuates inequality.
Families with fewer resources rely on school libraries to
help their children succeed as students. Low income and
racialized children are disproportionately impacted.

Reading a diverse selection of books offers an
opportunity for young people to broaden their
understanding of the world, building empathy
and compassion, and preparing them to
become proactive members of society.

2 Studies have demonstrated the relationship between
academic achievement and access to a school
library. Improving literacy and reading skills boosts test
scores in all subjects.

3 School library professionals are instrumental in building
research and information literacy skills to prepare /f”:
students for the workforce, college and university. (‘\ &
& Books and library spaces are a source of reassurance\\“‘:—/ ) -
and comfort and contribute to children’s better a &
mental health and participation in school. \

Interested in learning more? Read the Ontario School Library Association’s
A Guide to the Selection and Deselection of School Library Resources
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