The Cricket War – Tho Pham & Sandra McTavish


1. Kite making
Requirements:
1. Plastic bags (garbage bags) – plastic kite
2. A ruler, with measurements in centimeters or inches.
3. Scissors. Just about any type of ordinary paper-cutting scissors will do.
4. A black marking pen
5. Glue 
6. Strings
7. A cutting knife
8. pencil


Instructions:
· Place your plastic bag flat on the floor, with the closed end at the top.
· Starting from just below the top-left corner of the bag, measure and mark three dots on the plastic. I've highlighted the dots in yellow, in the photo. Judge the horizontal and vertical directions by eye. If you're careful, there's no need for a T-square.
· Take your ruler and connect the dots with the black marker pen, as shown in the photo. 
· Flip the plastic over and trace over all the black lines.
· Cut along the top and right side of the bag and open it out to show the complete sail outline, as in the first photo.
· Take your scissors and cut along all the black lines. As in the second photo, your diamond kite sail is nearly complete!
· Lay a length of your 5 mm (3/16 in.) dowel down the centerline of the sail, line it up with the top sail-corner and saw it off at the bottom corner. See the first photo, above, where the dowel has not yet been cut.
· Cut off a 5 cm (2 in.) length of insulation tape and stick down the dowel to the plastic. 
· Do the bottom end of the dowel the same way.
· Do the other dowel similarly, so the kite looks like the third photo.
· Poke a hole in the plastic sail, right over where the dowels cross each other.
· Thread the free end of your flying line through the hole and tie it firmly around the crossing point, as in the photo. Ignore the loop in the photo, unless you want to make a simple bridle.
· From spare scraps of sail plastic, make up a long narrow strip no shorter than five times the length of the kite itself. The strip should be about 5 cm (2 in.) wide.
· Thread one end of the tail around the bottom of the vertical spar, as you can see in the photo. Tie the tail to the dowel with a simple knot.

See also: https://www.my-best-kite.com/how-to-build-a-diamond-kite-s.html
OPTION #2: Paper kite:
· craft paper (any 8.5 x 11" paper will work)
· Paper straws (2 per kite)
· String or twine for the kite string (at least 25-30" long)
· Light-weight string, twine or decorative ribbon for the tail of kite (at least 20" long)
· Decorative ribbon scraps
·  Glue Stick (strong)
· All purpose glue (e.g. Elmer's X-treme School Glue)
· Glitter glue for decorating (optional)
· Scissors
· Pencil
· Ruler
Instructions:
1. Choose two coordinating papers and cut them both in half along the longest edge. (The size is now 5.5 x 8.5".)
2. Using a very strong glue stick, cover the back of one sheet with glue and place the other color on top. Smooth the page down, and make sure there are no bubbles.
3. Using a ruler, measure and mark a spot at the top and bottom of your paper at 2.75". Measure and mark the long edges at 3". Use a ruler to connect the four marks and draw lines to make the kite shape.
4. Cut out the kite.
5. Cut a length of twine or string, and tie one end to a paper straw about ⅔ of the way down. Cut the second straw into thirds to get three pieces. (They don't have to be exactly even. Just eyeball it.) Tie the other end of the twine to the middle of one of the paper straw pieces. This will be the kite handle.
6. Add a drop of glue onto the knot you tied on the handle so that the string won't slide off of the handle.
7. Place the side of the kite that you want to be the bottom (the side that will hold the paper straw frame) face up on the table. Using a ruler and a pencil, connect the corners to draw a cross. Squeeze a bead of craft glue along the cross.
8. Place the straws into the glue to form your kite frame and allow the glue to dry for a few minutes. (Try to get the knot of the twine about even with the center of the cross before you press down the straw.)
9. Cut a 20" (or longer) piece of light-weight ribbon or string to make the kite tail. Thread it through the long straw and add a bead of glue at the top of the straw to keep the string from falling out.
10. Tie a few decorative ribbons to the tail and allow all glue to dry completely.
11. Optional--Decorate with glitter glue.
See also: https://onecreativemommy.com/bust-boredom-with-these-adorable-mini-paper-kites/

2. Paper “jumping” crickets (somewhat difficult)
Paper or origami of crickets - When folded from a 17.5cm square, the model ends up 6cm long, 3cm in height and about 5cm wide.
1. Child cuts out the paper crickets and follow instructions to fold it into a cricket
2. scissors
See: https://origami-database.com/model/jumping-cricket/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtUMfiQu1r0&ab_channel=JeremyShaferOrigami
For simpler cricket craft:
Requirements:
1. Egg carton (you need three of the egg cups, still connected),
2. paint (I used green but feel free to let your creativity shine),
3. paintbrush,
4. construction paper (e.g. green)
5. pipe cleaners,
6. googley eyes,
7. pen or something for a mouth (I used colourful macaroni,
8. glue (hot glue is sturdier and faster but you can also use white glue, especially if you are working with younger kids)
Instructions: see cricket war – egg carton crickets (pdf included)

3. Boat cut outs
Paper boats to be cut out and folded. (P.S. template included)
1. Rectangular paper
2. Glue 
3. Scissors
4. paper
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