The Cricket War – Tho Pham & Sandra McTavish

Discussion questions

1. What are your feelings about Tho’s story?
2. Were you familiar with the Boat People before reading Tho’s story?
3. In the story, Tho and the boat people are attacked by pirates many times. What do you know about pirates and were you worried about Tho when this happened?
4. In the story, two men (Minh and Quynh) attack a man named Huy when he tried to get fresh water, after he admitted that he ‘scammed’ his way on the boat and never paid. Do you agree with them?
5. What section or part of the book do you remember or think about the most?
6. What are the main themes of the story?
7. Did this book make you want to learn more about the Vietnam conflict and boat people?
8. Do you think Tho ever reunited with Viet, the friend he made in the refugee camp?
9. What do you think happened to Tho and his family after the book?
10. Do you think Tho’s story is relatable today? (consider the news)
11. How do you feel about how the story ends?


