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The Outsmarters by Deborah Ellis

Discussion Questions

Chapters 1-5

1. Krate has been expelled from school for her misbehaviour. What is the worst thing you have ever done or have seen someone else do in school?

2. Cleaning up yards and mowing lawns is Krate’s business when we first meet her. If you could open a neighbourhood business, what would you do?

3. Myndeelee is made to wear a pink princess costume for her birthday which she later covers in ketchup. Have you ever been made to wear something you didn’t like? What was it? Why did you have to wear it and how did it make you feel?

4. Landon finds the place where they are happiest on his great-uncle Jack’s Farm. Why do you think he is happiest there? If you could live anywhere you wanted, where would you live and why?


Chapters 6-10

5. Gran says, “Things are memories…things are also hope. This pinball machine will make me popular. This doorstop will make people think I’m interesting. This vase will make me think I’m special…” Name three things that are special to you and explain what each one is for you.

6. Krate and MD become friends, and they have a lot in common. What do you look for in a friend? What kinds of characteristics do you think are most important?

7. Krate is determined to pass the GED to graduate high school even though she is only in grade 8. Have you ever had to work really hard at something you wanted to accomplish? If so, what was it and how did you do it? If not, describe what motivates Krate even though studying for the test is very challenging.


Chapters 11-15

8. Mrs. Prawn pretends to not like Krate’s cat Bargain, but Krate hears her sweet talking the cat. Are you a dog or a cat person? Which do you prefer and why?

9. Mrs. Prawn helps Krate with the grammar part of her GED test. Describe a time when someone helped you or you helped someone do something?

10.  If you could go on a road trip like Krate and Gran, where would you go and what would you want to see on the road?
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