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North of Nowhere: Song of a Truth and Reconciliation Commissioner by Marie Wilson

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS HERE (Ideally 10 questions to guide discussion of the title):

1- How do you feel about the choice of Marie Wilson as a Commissioner?

2- What are your top take-aways from reading this book?

3- Did this book answer any questions you might have had about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission?

4- Did you find yourself able to relate to Wilson? Why or why not?

5- Marie Wilson describes herself as a journalist, a wife, a mother, and a grandmother as well as a Commissioner, how do you feel these identities contributed to her work on the Commission?

6. We are presented with Wilson’s views and understanding.  What other 
points of views, experiences, or understandings are clearly expressed? How did or didn’t they 
shape your understanding of reconciliation?

7. Did Wilson’s book provide you more context on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and what impact would you like to see it have for the work towards honouring the Calls to Action?

8. As Wilson introduces us to her work as a Commissioner, she reflects on a conversation where her mother-in-law states, “Northwest Territories! I don’t live northwest of anywhere. I live right here!” What did you understand about this statement initially? Did this understanding change after reading this book?

9. What are the implied implications of the title North of Nowhere?

10. Have you already taken steps towards reconciliation?  What steps could you take after reading this title?

11. On page 213, Wilson states,"... for far too many years we have acted as if Canada is a European country imported from across the ocean and just a few hundred years old, rather than a place where other societies had already been living continually..." (p.213, North of Nowhere). 
How does this shift the lens with which you view Canada?
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