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Roar by Shelley Thompson

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS HERE (Ideally 10 questions to guide discussion of the title):

1. How is the importance of home explored in the novel? 

2. This book was inspired by a screenplay, and the author herself is also an actress. How does this come through in the book? Does the book “feel” cinematic to you? Why or why not? How might certain aspects of the story translate from page to screen, or vice versa? 

3. Shelley Thompson herself has a transgender child. How do you think this informs the narrative? 

4. How does the inclusion of other characters besides Dawn change the narrative? Do you like this, or not, and why? 

5. What does Dawn’s chosen name symbolize? How does “dawn” relate to the whole novel, and  the characters and community depicted in it?

6. Roar deals with the varying ways in which people react to difference or divergence.  Which character’s reactions did you identify with most strongly?

7. Did you learn something new or form any new opinions after reading Roar?  Did the novel inspire a change in your thinking? 

8. What is Shelley Thompson’s message about courage in Roar?

9. What is the significance of the novel’s title?

10. To whom would you recommend this novel?  Why?
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