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We Rip the World Apart by Charlene Carr

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS HERE (Ideally 10 questions to guide discussion of the title):

1. Do you feel that the title of this book embodies more or less than the meaning that is referenced in the story?

2. Why do you think that the author wanted there to be such an age difference between Kareela and Antony?

3. The experiences that Kareela has as a mixed-race person in Canada were striking and diverse. Do you think that the specific locations - of Halifax and Toronto - curated the stories that the author wanted to tell, or would any Canadian city have sufficed?

4. Why do you think that Kingsley fades away after Antony’s death?  Was there a point in the story which made you wonder whether there were any other options for his character?

5. Why do the three women, all from different backgrounds, and different generations, choose silence in critical moments of their lives?   

6. How does this book represent and discuss systemic racism? Both the covert and the overt.

7. Kareela becomes involved in Black activism.  Does this book illustrate the difference between being anti-racist and non-racist?  How or how not?

8. This book highlights multiple intersectionalities for many of the characters. Some of these intersectionalities also cause Kareela to hesitate in participating in some activist events. If you were to discuss these hesitations with Kareela how would you advise her and why?

9. Do you think Kinsley and Evelyn would have stayed in Jamaica if they had not felt under duress due to the political climate at the time?  Explain.

10. Violet and Kingsley both experienced the loss of a child yet each had quite different reactions to this loss.  Why do you think that was the case?
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