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White Pine Readers (High School, Grades 9-12)

Curious Tides by Pascale Lacelle (simon and Schuster Canada)

Emory might be a student at the prestigious Aldryn College for Lunar Magics, but her healing
abilities have always been mediocre at best—until a treacherous night in the Dovermere

sed caves leaves a group of her classmates dead and her as the only survivor. Now Emory is
plagued by strange, impossible powers that no healer should possess. Powers that would ruin
her life if the wrong person were to discover them.

To gain control of these new abilities, Emory enlists the help of the school's most reclusive
student, Baz—a boy already well-versed in the deadly nature of darker magic, whose sister
happened to be one of the drowned students and Emory’s best friend. Determined to find the
truth behind the drownings and the cult-like secret society she’s convinced her classmates
were involved in, Emory is faced with even more questions when the supposedly drowned
students start washing ashore—alive—only for them each immediately to die horrible, magical
deaths.

And Emory is not the only one seeking answers. When her new magic captures the society’s
attention, she finds herself drawn into their world of privilege and power, all while wondering if
the truth she’s searching for might lead her right back to Dovermere..to face the fate she was
never meant to escape.

The Lady of Rapture by Sarah Raughley (Margaret K. McElderry Books)

For years, the elite secret society called the Enlightenment Committee has waited for the
apocalyptic force known as Hiva to destroy the world as it has so many times before. What the
Committee didn’'t know, however, was that Hiva wasn’'t an event—it was a person.

Iris Marlow. An African tightrope dancer with no memories of her past. A girl who cannot die. At
least, she couldn'’t die. Until her own friends discovered her one weakness and murdered her
once and for all. The world-ending threat she posed should be gone too, but there’s one more
Hiva out there, and unlike Iris, this one has no love for humanity. In her absence, this Hiva has
taken it upon himself to judge if humanity deserves to live.

But when it comes to Hivas, the judgment is always the same. The ending is always total
destruction. And while Iris is dead, she’s not gone—and after the betrayal that ended her life as
Iris, she is now out for revenge. The world’s days are numbered. The Cataclysm has begun.

Wicked Darlings by Jordyn Taylor (Delacorte Press)

Aspiring journalist Noa has a secret she’s been keeping. Ever since her sister’s tragic death, she’s
felt almost..relieved. Noa and Leah had been locked in competition with one another since
childhood, and things came to a head when her sister scored a glitzy internship at a New York
society newspaper. Noa can't help but revel in her new found autonomy. But when she gets alead
about the sketchy circumstances surrounding her sister’'s untimely death, she knows she needs to
investigate-she owes it to Leah.

Noa sets out to infiltrate the seedy underbelly of Manhattan high society to investigate her sister’s
final days. Along the way she finds herself entangled with the glamorous Avalons and their close-
knit circle of friends and frienemies. But will Noa be able to resist the allure of the Avalons’ world
and uncover a shocking scandal. Or will she find herself in over her head..like Leah?
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The Queen’s Spade by Sarah Raughley (HarperCollins Publishers)

The year is 1862 and murderous desires are simmering in England. Nineteen-year-old Sarah
Bonetta Forbes (Sally), once a princess of the Egbado Clan, desires one thing above all else:
revenge against the British Crown and its system of colonial “humanitarianism,” which stole her
dignity and transformed her into royal property. From military men to political leaders, she’s
vowed to ruin all who've had a hand in her aofflictions. The top of her list? Her godmother, Britain's
mighty monarch, Queen Victoria herself.

Taking down the Crown means entering into a twisted game of court politics and manipulating
the Queen’s inner circle—even if that means aligning with a dangerous yet alluring crime lord in
London’s underworld and exploiting the affections of Queen Victoria’s own son, Prince Albert, as
a means to an end. But when Queen Victoria begins to suspect Sally’s true intentions, she plays
the only card in Victorian society that could possibly cage Sally once again: marriage. Because
if there’s one thing Sally desires more than revenge, it's her freedom. With time running out

and her wedding day looming, Sally’s vengeful game of cat and mouse turns deadly as she’s
faced with the striking revelation that the price for vengeance isn't just paid in blood. It means
sacrificing your heart.

Defy by Sara de Waard (DCB Young Readers)
Enjoy your Final Days. Escape a Natural Death with us. Come to Zalmon'’s Quiet End. In the city of
Zalmon, every Life Event is predetermined: where you'll work, who you'll marry, when you'll die.

On a tour of Central Processing, seventeen-year-old Darius inadvertently unveils shocking
information about his beloved little sister, Mahlah. His impulsive reaction may make him a target
of the sinister people who run Zalmon, and could doom Mahlah to a worse fate than the one
Darius uncovered.

Defying an unjust system, an unwanted Life Match, and an uncontrollable enemy, Darius fights
to save Mahlah, leading him to expose a conspiracy at the heart of the city — and a potential life
of autonomy, dignity, and love beyond what the Book of Zalmon dictates.

Meet Me at Blue Hour by Sarah Suk (Harper Teen)

Seventeen-year-old Yena Bae is spending the summer in Busan, South Korea, working at her
mom’s memory-erasing clinic. She feels lost and disconnected from people, something she’s
felt ever since her best friend, Lucas, moved away four years ago without a word, leaving her in
limbo.

Eighteen-year-old Lucas Pak is also in Busan for the summer, visiting his grandpa, who was
recently diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. But he isn't just here for a regular visit—he’s
determined to get his beloved grandpa into the new study running at the clinic, a trial program
seeking to restore lost memories.

When Yena runs into Lucas again, she’s shocked to see him and even more shocked to discover
that he doesn’t remember a thing about her. He's completely erased her from his memories,
and she has no idea why. As the two reconnect, they unravel the mystery and heartache of
what happened between them all those years ago—and must now reckon with whether they
can forge a new beginning together.
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Messy Perfect by Tanya Boteju (Quill Tree Books)

Cassie Perera is a star student in St. Luke’s junior class. But the new school year brings an
unwelcome surprise—the return to St. Luke’s of Cassie’s former friend, Ben, who left a few years
ago after a homophobic bullying incident Cassie knows she didn’t do enough to prevent.

Still harboring guilt from her inaction, Cassie decides, in her usual, overzealous way, to team up
with the neighboring public school to found an underground Gender and Sexuality Alliance—as
a complicated strategy for making things up to Ben. Secretly, Cassie is also tempted by the
possibility of opening up about her own sexudality for the first time.

As Cassie’s new friends urge her out of her comfort zone, she unlocks a kind of joy and freedom
she’s never felt before—even as she struggles to balance these experiences with her typical
tightrope of being the perfect daughter, student, and Catholic.

Cassie’s perfectly curated life unravels into turmoil, but can she embrace the mess enough to
piece together something new?

Bad Cree by Jessica Johns (HarperCollins Publishers)

Mackenzie, a Cree millennial, wakes up in her one-bedroom Vancouver apartment clutching
a pine bough she had been holding in her dream just moments earlier. When she blinks,

it disappears. But she can still smell the sharp pine scent in the air, the nearest pine tree a
thousand kilometres away in the far reaches of Treaty 8.

Mackenzie continues to accidentally bring back items from her dreams, dreams that are

eerily similar to real memories of her older sister and Kokum before their untimely deaths. As
Mackenzie's life spirals into a living nightmare—crows are following her around and she’s getting
texts from her dead sister on the other side—it becomes clear that these dreams have terrifying,
real-life consequences. Desperate for help, Mackenzie returns to her mother, sister, cousin,

and aunties in her small Alberta hometown. Together, they try to uncover what is haunting
Mackenzie before something irrevocable happens to anyone else around her.

Untethered Sky by Fonda Lee (Macmillan)

Ester’'s family was torn apart when a manticore killed her mother and baby brother, leaving her
with nothing but her father’s painful silence and a single, overwhelming need to kill the monsters
that took her family.

Ester’s path leads her to the King’s Royal Mews, where the giant rocs of legend are flown to hunt
manticores by their brave and dedicated rukhers. Paired with a fledgling roc named Zahra, Ester
finds purpose and acclaim by devoting herself to a calling that demands absolute sacrifice

and a creature that will never return her love. The terrifying partnership between woman and
roc leads Ester not only on the empire’s most dangerous manticore hunt, but on a journey of
perseverance and acceptance.
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To Steal from Thieves by M. K. Lobb (Little, Brown Books for Young Reuders)

Within the dazzling halls of London’s Crystal Palace, the event of the season has arrived: The

] 3 Great Exhibition. An opportunity for the greatest minds of the century to come together under

e O one roof in an unprecedented display of art and invention. And for two unlikely partners in crime,
uA it's about to become the score of a lifetime.

FROM Charming con man Kane Durante works alone—or on occasion with his best friend, Fletcher. But
T H l EV E S when his boss, the infamous Kingpin of London’s magical dark market, gives him the impossible
WO task of stealing a priceless artifact from the Great Exhibition, he knows it's a job he can’t pull off
alone. Enter Zaria Mendoza, daughter of one of London’s greatest alchemologists. Ever since her
father's death, Zaria's been struggling to keep her underground business afloat, and impatient
clients are becoming violent. When the infuriatingly handsome Kane offers her the promise of
enough money to get out of debt and leave London entirely, she knows she can’'t walk away
from this dangerous partnership.

But robbing one of the most public, heavily-guarded buildings in London isn't going to be easy,
especially when love and betrayal threaten to ruin everything they've worked so hard for.

The 2025 Committee ,:t( Forest Of Reading

Teen Committee Members

White Pine

Brooke — Halton District School Board, Dakshiya — Durham Catholic District School Board, Jashara — Durham District School Board,
Luxmy — Toronto District School Board, Manahel — Durham District School Board, Nicole — Ottawa Catholic School Board, Olivia — York
Region District School Board

Jennifer Casa-Todd, facilitator of the Teen Committee

Meredith Tutching, Director, Forest of Reading®
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